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MAKE YOUR OWN ORRERY
STEP 3 The Sun  
& Saturn’s Rings  
Cut the sun out 

A great way to make a 
sun shape is to cut a 
rough circle and then cut 
little triangles into it. 

Also use a scrap bit of 
card to add rings to 
Saturn.  

STEP 4   
Ready for Orbit  
Attach the planets to the strips of card, making 
sure the shortest is used for mercury (nearest the 
sun) then second shortest Venus and so on until the 
longest is used for Neptune (furthest from the Sun).  

Attach each planet by pushing the split pin up 
though the card and then into the ball (tip if your 
planet looks like it going to fall out of orbit a 
double side sticky tab will secure it). 

 

 

 

STEP 5   
Attaching It All Together

 
Make a couple  
of cardboard 
washers from 
scrap cardboard 
smaller than the 
sun (these will 
help the planets 
rotate). 

With a long split 
pin, push it though 
the sun, one of 
your cardboard 
washers, all eight 
strips of card 
attached to the 

planets another washer and then your 
background, before bending the split 
pins back.   

 

 

 



MAKE YOUR OWN ORRERY

Your orrery is complete.  

Why not decorate with stars or 
label the planets like the Orrery 
at Salford Museum and Art 
gallery.  

Take the idea further 
Why not focus in on one planet 
and add moons?  

Or even a 3D hanging mobile 
version.  


