The Visit of the Queen and Prince Consort to Peel Park — writing activity

Peel Park is the park directly behind Salford Museum. Queen Victoria and Prince Albert
visited Peel Park on 10 October 1851 as part of their visit to Salford and Manchester. On
their arrival they were met by over 80,000 school children. It was thought best to have as
many children as possible in the park so they could be supervised and unable to get up to
any mischief! In the park the crowd managed one verse of the National Anthem before it
broke into a round of applause.

This painting of the visit by George Hayes can be seen in the Victorian Gallery at Salford
Museum & Art Gallery.

Have a good look at the painting and as a class discuss what you can see. What is
happening? Who is there? What do you imagine the atmosphere is like?

Task: Imagine you are one of the schoolchildren who were in the crowd that day. Write a
diary entry describing the whole experience. Describe the sights, sounds, thoughts and
feelings you might have.

OR

Imagine you are a news reporter for a local newspaper and have been asked to cover the
royal visit of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert to Salford. Write a report on the event
describing the royal visitors, the crowd, the atmosphere, the location and any other details
you feel are important. What would your readers like to know? How will you grab their
attention and show the excitement of the day?



